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UNLV EDGES GRIZZL1ES IN OPENER: ON TO FLAGSTAFF
FOR INITIATION OF SKY DOME AT NAU
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MISSOULA •••
With 27 seconds left on the clock, Nevada-Las Vegas converted a 28 yard field goal
to give the Rebels a 15-13 win over the Montana Grizzlies in the season opener this
past Saturday.

It was the second straight year UNLV beat Montana by two points and

no game in the four-year series has been decided by more than three points.
The Grizzlies now prepare for their first Big Sky Conference game against Northern
Arizona in NAU's new multi-purpose complex.

This will be the initial game in the Sky

Dome, a 15,300-seat domed facility.
Saturday's game will be broadcast by Missoula's KYLT Radio, 1340 AM.
and Ken Staninger call the play.
89.1 FM.

Bill Schwanke

Missoula's KUFM Radio will carry a feed from KYLT on

The pre-game show airs at 8:00p.m. MDT.

Kick off is at 8:30p.m. MDT.

The Grizzlies will face one of the conference pre-season favorites in NAU.

The

Lumberjacks return 18 starters from last year's team, including 10 on defense.
The Axers have jumped out to a quick 2-0 start with wins over Augustana and Idaho
State.

The offense is averaging 341 yards per game while the defense is only giving up

218.5 yards a game.

The 'jacks are outscoring the opposition 29.5 points a game to

18.5 points a game.
The defensive unit has been especially stingy, giving up 129 yards to Idaho State
this past Saturday.

The Bengals only picked up 21 yards total offense in the second

half!
-more-
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Defensive ends Ed Hightower and Dave Carlton are two of the leaders for the NAU
defense.

Hightower is a junior and Carlton is a sophomore.

Linebackers Phil Cancik,

a sophomore, and Jerry Lumpkin, a junior, have also been doing the job on defense.
safety Harold Smith is a 1976 first team all-Big Sky selection.

Free

Although young, the

NAU defense is very experienced.
Senior Herb Daniel directs the Lumberjack pro set offense.

Daniel, a second team

all-conference pick last season, has completed 22 of 49 passes this season for 268 yards
and three touchdowns.

Carl Golden, a first team all-Big Sky fullback last year is

averaging 88 yards rushing a game this season.

Top receivers include Ken Fraser (6

catches for 117 yards and a touchdown) and Tyrone Peterson (S catches for 51 yards)_
Peterson earned second team all-Big Sky honors last year.

Offensive guard Larry

Friedrichs is a first team all-conference lineman and a second team All-American pick,
Tom Jurich, a first team all-Big Sky place kicker last season, has scored 7.5 points
a game this year and averages 34.0 yards per punt on 17 kicks.
"We plan to stay with the same offensive philosophy in the game with NAU," UM
head coach Gene Carlson said.
"We believe in the balanced attack and still plan to pass 50\ of the time,

We

didn't get the completions we should have against Nevada-Las Vegas, but I still see us
having a balanced offensive attack."
Carlson said that the offensive strategy may be altered somewhat since the
Grizzlies will face a S-2 defensive alignment instead of the 3-4 used by UNLV.
"Monty Bullerdick did a tremendous job at running back and Grant Kleckner ran well
at fullback.

Our offensive line did a great job, so we may use our line and backs a

little more," Carlson said.
The loss to UNLV was a heartbreaker, but there were numerous bright spots for
Carlson.
-more-
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"I was pleased with the defensive play of Dave Gleason (sophomore middle backer)
and Kent Clausen (sophomore outside backer)..
did a good job on the line.

Steve Fisher (junior defensive end) also

Monty Bullerdick did a great job and proved he's a very

tough running back, rushing for 95 yards on 21 carries.

Tim Kerr came in at quarterback

after Mike Rohan got hurt and directed a touchdown drive, highlighted by a 39-yard
touchdown pass to Vern Kelly. Kerr ran in another from five yards out and generally had
a real good day," Carlson said.
"UNLV is a talented team with more depth than ours.

It was a very challenging

game for us both offensively and defensively."
Two Grizzlies are on the injured list this week.

Quarterback Mike Roban suffered

a bruised left shoulder but should be ready to play Saturday.

Also, nose guard Joe

Sobansky has a severely sprained ankle and is questionable for the NAU game.
Wormer has been listed as the starter at nose guard.
###
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